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Bernard J Durkan, T.D. 
Dáil Éireann 
Kildare Street 
Dublin 2 - D02 A272 
 
 
 
24th May 2022 
 
 
 
Dear Deputy 
 
I am writing to you concerning the matters you raised in Parliamentary Question Nos. 125 and 128 on 
26 April last to the Minister for Transport, which have been referred to the National Transport 
Authority (NTA) for reply.  I apologise for the delay in responding. 
 
An order was placed in December 2019 for an additional 41 rail carriages as part of the on-going 
investments to increase capacity on the Northern Line, the Maynooth / M3 Parkway Line and the 
Kildare Line.   
 
The first carriage is expected to arrive in mid-2022, with the full order of 41 rail carriages to be 
completed by the end of 2022. Subject to final commissioning by Iarnród Éireann, the new carriages 
will go into passenger service on a phased basis over a six month period, beginning in early 2023. 
 
The provision of these additional 41 rail carriages will expand the currently 234 railcars fleet allowing 
for a 30% increase in capacity on the Kildare Commuter services during peak periods. 
 
In the case of the Maynooth Line, it will deliver a 25% increase in capacity for both the morning and 
evening peak periods. 
 
In parallel with the bringing into service of the 41 additional railcars, the NTA is working in 
collaboration with Iarnród Éireann on a national review of rail service levels and intercity, regional and 
commuter rail timetables. The aim of this work is to contribute to the optimisation of use of rolling 

https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/debates/question/2022-04-26/125/#pq_125
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/debates/question/2022-04-26/125/#pq_125


Page 2 of 2 
 

stock, increase the efficiency of the network, and to encourage increased patronage by improving the 
rail offering. Implementation of the new rail timetable is expected by 2023. 
 
In addition to the aforementioned, the DART+ Programme, which is in development, will extend the 
electrified train network across the Dublin region, including the Maynooth and Kildare Lines, and 
introduce more frequent train services across all of the lines into Dublin City Centre. 
 
The DART+ South West project, which is part of the DART+ Programme, includes the completion of 
four tracking between Hazelhatch and Heuston station. On this basis DART+ South West will 
significantly increase train capacity from 12 trains per hour per direction at present to 23 trains per 
hour per direction, comprising of the existing 12 services plus an additional 11 train services provided 
by DART+ South West. This will allow for enhanced services at Sallins without the extension of the 
DART+ beyond Hazelhatch. While further extensions of DART services may be considered in the future, 
these are outside of the current scope of the DART+ Programme. The objective is to submit the DART+ 
South West Railway Order application for planning approval during the second half of 2022. 
Commencement of construction will be subject to obtaining the necessary statutory planning approval 
and necessary approvals from Government to award contracts in line with the Public Spending Code. 
The timeline for construction of the project is approximately 4 years. 
 
Regarding bus services, the BusConnects Dublin Programme, the new C-Spine bus network came into 
operation in November 2021 in Celbridge, Leixlip and Maynooth providing a more integrated service 
linking bus services to light rail and heavy rail services. The TFI 90 minute fare, which was implemented 
at the same time, ensures that there is no fare penalty for passengers interchanging across Dublin 
metropolitan public transport services. 
 
For Routes 115 and 115C serving Kilcock, no significant changes are planned to these routes. As the 
public transport network develops, and as more people travel more often and more widely by public 
transport, we will continue to review their usage and take steps to ensure their continued fitness-for-
purpose. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
___________ 
Hugh Creegan  
Deputy Chief Executive 


