
Page 1 of 2 

 

 

 

 

Bernard Durkan T.D., 

Dáil Éireann, 

Kildare Street, 

Dublin 2. 

D02 A272 

 

17th December 2022 

 

Dear Deputy 

I am writing to you concerning the matter you raised in Parliamentary Question Nos. 79, 185, 186, 
187, 189 & 190 on 10 November last which has been referred to the National Transport Authority 
(NTA) for reply.  I apologise for the delay in responding. 
 
PQs No. 79 & 186 
Iarnród Éireann has developed the design of the elements of the DART+ Programme. Where there 
are interventions required to existing roads and bridges, Iarnród Éireann consult with the relevant 
road authorities to understand their requirements in the development of the design. In developing 
the options for intervention Iarnród Éireann considers all options and undertakes detailed multi-
criteria analysis which consider a range of impacts including potential impacts on existing users and 
local communities.  
 
The options selection process form the basis of the various public consultations and subsequently 
feeds into the development of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report which forms part of the 
submission of the railway order to An Bord Pleanála. In this raged the designs must assess the 
impact, if any, of the proposed interventions and identify any mitigations to reduce the negative 
effects of same. 
 
All relevant stakeholders, including the general public, have been invited to provide feedback at 
various points in the development of the design of the DART+ West project serving Maynooth and 
Kildare North. The DART+ West Project has been subject of three rounds of public consultation. The 
feedback obtained from that process fed into the preparation of a Railway Order (RO) application to 
An Bord Pleanála (ABP) seeking statutory planning approval for the project. As approving authority, 
the NTA has been properly informed by Iarnród Éireann during the preferred option development 
process, and has reviewed the RO documentation prior to lodgement. 
 
PQs No. 185, 189 & 190 
A Railway Order for the DART+ West project was submitted to ABP on the 29th July 2022. The 
statutory consultation period commenced in early August, and ended on 28th October 2022. Public 
submissions are being collated by ABP and will then be issued to the DART+ West project team. The 
submissions will be reviewed and the project team will seek to close as many issues raised as 
possible prior to an oral hearing. 
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Until such time as the Railway Order for the DART+ West project is decided further extension of 
DART services beyond Maynooth are not being considered. 
 
PQ No. 187 
As set out in the DART+ Programme Preliminary business case available here, it is projected that rail 
patronage will increase 46% one year after implementation of the full DART+ programme, including 
background growth during the period. It is projected that public transport patronage will increase by 
56% by 2043 with the DART+ programme in place.  
 
 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

____________ 

Hugh Creegan, 

Deputy Chief Executive. 

https://www.nationaltransport.ie/planning-and-investment/transport-investment/projects/dart-programme/dart-programme-preliminary-business-case/

